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As early as 1941, and although a high acnool education a8 wall as o stiff Jntrance
examination for admission into the school of medicins (and chemistry) wers ra-
quired at the Univarsity of Latvias, the hesd of the Admiesiony Staff wea i fac-
ulty membsr in name only, vhile a Cormmuniss D&rty mewber wed L3 fica? sutberiuy
in such matters. Any applicant with a family background vordaring on the slergy
or industry, was disqualifisd: These included children of priesis, factory own-
ers and landowners, Nevertheless, those coming from high achools, who were quali-~
fied for admiseion, vere raquired to pass axams in chemistry, vhyaics, cns forelgn
lerguage (French, German or English), the latvian language snd Lutin. Language
exarms consisted of an oral iransiation freom the clazsics, reading of an article,
and a written translatiocn.

Qualified stuﬁants were chosen from the ranks of the Komaomols, factorles and
collectives by the Commmnist party in their respective areas, based mrimarily on
the applicant's political conformity. FProspective studants were earmarked for
specific fields of study by the Comrunist party before being admitted to a school
of higher learning; upon greduation, it was required that the candidate retwrn
for employment to that area from which he or she originated.

The textbook situation in the University of latvia, and in the Chemisiry Depart-
ment especially, was extremoly bad, dus to lack of paper primarily. 7The majority
of all Soviet textbooks were translations of foreign works, without permission

of the author; since these books, seledtdl bypsthe Ministry of Education, plled

up in the over-worked Office of Translztlcn; it “Was oftex five %o six years before
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a volume was circulated into educational fields, hence litsls material was cur-
rent. In faet, and especially in the field of physics and caemisury, Sovied
textbooks were frequently based on works dating to the Czc-ist era, wiich, oy
Western educationel stendards, were still considered good, except that reproduc-
tion of graphics material was usually pocr and ofien completely illegivlz, Wo
color reproduction was known, and charts and graphs were usually blurred oeyond
recognition.

Chemistry classes, as well as other scientific student bedies, were limited to
4O memvers. Classes starced atv 0300 or 0y00, six days 2 week, and ran until
1500, with one-half hour off for Lunch. Each class lasced 45 minuites. Five
years' undergraduate work was required for a degree in chewisiry, whereupon the
student was graduvated as "Cendidatie", after passing & 3tate examinaticn. Follow-
ing en edditional cne to three years' course of research, wne sindent could ke
passed on to & Master's degree, upon successful compleiion ~T a “hasis, and
{inally to a Doctor's degree upon submitting anouner thesis. There was nc time
element involved in the latier, which depended upon the inc.vidual's avility.

Ho private tutoring was made avallable 50 students by faculty members; however,
outstanding students in a class were often .assigned to “hose less proficient sza-
dents to nelp them in their home work, and were of ten required to live in the
home of the said student, thereby assuming t¢lose perscnal contact. A great stress
was laid on home work, and such assignments wegre heavy und smaistent. In a
student's currienlum, especially chemistry and physics, great stress was laid on
basic facts and very littie on the theoretical. Impetus on philosophy was only
siressed in the final undergraduate year, which was, ¢f course, primarily Marxist.

Laboratory classes, Jj'ist as the classroom, were rasiricted w2 4 syudenis. Bguip-
ment was poor and limited, except for glassware; glmost everyv Sovietd ilnsitution
nad a glass-blowing laboravory tc supply these necsssitvies.

Exaninations were, for the most paru, aral, espedially In chenistry and physies;
the only great exception to this was mathemat?e$} where exens were alwvays writ-
+en. During a schocl year, each student had an everzge of 15 ¢ 20 labaratory
sessions, and exams were only given once, upon completion »f the school year.
Those short courses that lasted only half a year, such 28 zodlogy, grve coxams at
the end of six months. Grading was based on a standard of one to five, instead
of ons to one-hundred or the alphabetical system. A studeni®s pelitical sianding
invariably helped improve his grading, and often a siudent could ask for a re-
examination based on & polivical difference he or she might =laim betwsan the in-
dividual and the professor involved.

Since the Soviet field of science siressed self-sufficiency within the USSR, all
Communist party member professors required that a student's thesis be based on
home problems (within his field) in order to develop national rescurces and
capabilitiies. None of these were published privately, and omly those which had
ne miliiary Learing whai~oever were afforded limited publicaiion In seientific
journals. These were closely watched snd carefully censored.

3 . .
Credit hours ta.ried ; and were glven individvally for such coulses &5 OTganic,
analytic, synthetic, physical and photographic cnemistry. Students were afforded
two opportunitles to pass an exam, and those who failed the second Lime were im-
mediately returned to their place of origin.

As has been previously stated, every graduste from a scientific field of =ndeavor
was returned to work in his original Komscmol or colleative. HKHowever, and based
on the student's rolitical orientation ard stamiing, outsiarding students could

be retained at a college or university, upon gradustion, as an assistant professor
in hie particular field. Thus the varigug faculties grew from year to year. There
were no postgraduate courses 8s ve .mm;«ﬁim‘i she O3,

-
v

-end-

SR NV

I

e L,

4 - CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030593-1

S 9/14 -

25X1

25X1




